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Now that the school year is under way--the 

children have settled in, clothes and supplies 

have been purchased, and the weather is 

feeling cooler-- a new stress is developing 

for parents: volunteering at school.  

In September, volunteers logged 362 hours 

of service, according to the record in the 

main office. (This does not include the peo-

ple who did not sign-in or the people who 

forgot to sign-out.) Thank you to all who are 

already giving their time and talents to our 

children's education!  

With the failure of the last bond and levy, 

budget cuts, and our ever-increasing school 

size, our children need us to be more in-

volved than ever. My hope is that every par-

ent can catch the vision of volunteering and 

give a little bit of time. 

As our volunteer requests are sent home, we 

know that there may be a feeling of frustra-

tion. You may worry about taking extra time 

off from work in this difficult economy. 

Your schedule may be so packed that adding 

"one more thing" doesn't seem possible. And 

if you do have time, you may worry about 

taking on too much and then not being able 

to follow through. Or perhaps you worry that 

if you only do a small job, others may think 

you are a slacker. Others may be frustrated 

by the perception that working parents ex-

pect the stay-at-home parents to do more 

because they have more time. No matter 

what your concerns, WE NEED YOU, and 

every little bit you do helps in tremendous 

ways. 

Volunteering styles differ from person to 

person. Some parents dive right in. Others 

prefer to weigh their options and see where 

they want to put in their time before jump-

ing. No matter your style, WE NEED YOU. 

Some people may feel that because they 

haven't volunteered yet that the parade has 

passed them by. They may feel they are be-

ing left out and they are missing out on a 

chance to enrich their child's school experi-

ence. To them I say, it's NEVER too late to 

start volunteering.  

Some may secretly desire to be a "super vol-

unteer" and donate lots of their free time, but 

that idea may seem overwhelming. They see 

other volunteers who seem to know the "inside 

scoop", who know their children's classmates, 

and who address the principal and teachers on 

a first-name basis. While these are perks that 

can come with volunteering, they may seem to 

come only after a super-human effort, and the 

cost may feel too high. To them I say, WE 

NEED YOU, and any service over time will 

bring great rewards to everyone.  

Volunteering may be to parents what eating 

green vegetables is to our kids. It's something 

you know is a good thing to do, and you know 

you'll feel good for doing it, but you just can't 

feel excited about it. The idea of helping out 

seems great, but the thought of manning the 

cash register at the book fair for several hours 

doesn't sound like much fun.  

We all want to make our children's school a 

better place, be closer to our kids, and do our 

part to strengthen our community. This can 

happen if we give just a little of our time. We 

have an average of 6 hours of school per day 

for 180 days of school each year. That's 1080 

hours of school per year. Carson has 886 stu-

dents. If every child's parent gave just one hour 

of time this year, there would be a volunteer at 

the school every hour of the school year. Just a 

one hour commitment! 

Here's the Carson challenge: volunteer to do 

something. Try doing something small: help 

stack chairs or sweep up at the end of a movie 

night, count Box Tops at home, make copies 

for teachers, or help children take AR tests. 

Just give it a try, and see the difference you can 

make. Make a commitment to come into the 

school and give 

some time. You 

can have a lasting 

effect on the lives 

of our students, 

and your children 

will thank you for 

being committed 

to their educa-

tion.  
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Standing Rules Spotlight 

So far this year we have had about $700 of NSF 

checks received by the PTA for fundraisers, spirit 
wear, or emergency kits.   For your information, not 
only does the PTA lose the income from the cost of 
the check but also accrues an NSF fee from our bank, 

not to mention the loss of merchandise.   Please read 
our policy regarding this from our Standing Rules if 
you intend to write checks.   
 
Article 24 Banking Fees  

 

In the event of an NSF check, a $25.00 service fee 

will be charged in addition to any bank penalties the Car-

son Elementary PTA may accrue. If the NSF check(s) are 
not paid for by June 1 st, then the Carson Elementary PTA 
will not accept any checks from this individual in the fu-
ture. The Carson Elementary PTA will not accept post 

dated checks or be responsible for any fees accrued by an 
individual that writes a check to the Carson Elementary 
PTA. 

 
(excerpt from Carson Elementary PTA 5.7.3 Standing 
Rules -  approved September 2009)  

2-3 tsp curry powder 

1/2 tsp Dijon mustard 

3 cups cooked & 

chopped chicken breast 

3/4 cup halved or quar-

tered grapes 

1/2 cup roasted cash-

ews 

2-3 pita breads 

Here's a variation on chicken salad 

that has a bit of a kick, and a cou-
ple surprises, too -- grapes for a 

sweet accent and cashews for 

crunch.  

INGREDIENTS: 

1/2 cup mayonnaise  

1/2 cup sour cream 

1 Tbsp lemon juice 

Leaf lettuce 

Salt & pepper to taste 

 

DIRECTIONS:  In a bowl, 

combine all ingredients, 

minus the lettuce and 

pita. Halve the pita bread 

and place a leaf of lettuce 

inside, stuff with chicken 

salad. And enjoy! 

Curried Chicken Salad 

5. Support Rational Approaches to 
Teacher Compensation 

Other Legislative Principles you can 
read about in the following link: 

http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy
/association_position/0910_Legislati
ve_Principles.pdf 

include the areas of:  Budget and 
Revenue, Parent and Family In-
volvement, Public Education Poli-
cies and Funding, Health and 
WellȤbeing of Children and Youth, 
Safe and Nurturing Environments 
for Children and Youth. 

For more information on why WA 
STATE PTA opposes I-1033 in the 
upcoming referendum, see this link:  
 
http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy
/I_1033/I_1033_Talking_Points.pdf 

Letôs participate in Focus Day 2010!  

We have the chance to start off the 
New Year with Advocacy for Our 
Kids by joining other PTA activists 
from across the state in Olympia for 
the Annual Legislative Focus Day. 
This year we are meeting on Janu-
ary 18, 2010, Martin Luther Kingôs 
Birthday, a school holiday, so we 
are planning to celebrate this as a 
Family Event to make our voices 
heard.  

What a great education experience 

this would be for Carson parents 

and kids alike to see how our State 

Government works!    

Please let me know at legisla-

tive@carsonpta.org 

The Legislative Log By Mike Leuzzi 

Recently, the Washington State PTA 
had its assembly at Sea-Tac and de-
termined the Top 5 platforms that it 
will pursue for advocacy in the up-
coming State Government session.  
Please take the time to read about 
these and other issues at:  

http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy/
association_position/index.html 

The Top 5 platforms are: 

1. Basic Education Funding   

2. Strengthening Math and Science 
Curriculum and Education 

3. Washington State Assessment 
System Improvements     

4. Support State Board of Education 
CORE 24 Framework   
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Tucker, Trevor Welsh 
and Anthony Samak 
, Rebecca Wesch, 
Shannon Morasch, 
Lareina Kaplan, Holly 
Mickel, Amy Gerber 
 

Art Reflections Night:  Darla Blakely, Maddi 
Names, Holly Mickel, Terie Doane, Peggy Patterson, 
Carrie Gates, Julie Johnson, Lorie Cameron, Todd 
Hayden, Jennie Hayden, Jill Burch, Karen Howard,  
 

Entertainment Books: Melanie Imber, Penny Meck-
lenburg, Michael Mecklenburg 

No one is more cherished in this world than 
someone who lightens the burden of another. 
And those who volunteer lighten multiple 
burdens, for that we thank you and applaud 
you! 

Movie Night: Julie Page, Trish Hood 
 

Round Table Night:  Madi Silvernail, Grace 
Silvernail, Shayna Morasch, Lareina Kaplan, 
Shannon Morasch, Sara Simons, Emily 
Simons 
 
Fundraiser Delivery: 6th Grade Boys: Dillion 
Kearney, Grey Morris, Noah Hood, Caelen 

   I would like to start out by giving 

a huge thanks to Carson students 
and their families for supporting the 

Carson PTA we have had great suc-

cess with our recent fundraisers.  

   Our Applebee's night brought in 

$233.24, and the Round table pizza 

night raised $550.27! With 

the Great American fundraiser we 

raised $12,736.35.  

   As the Entertainment Book sale 

wraps up, the total currently stands 

at $1,980. We ask that if you have 

any unsold Entertainment Books 

that need to be returned to do so 

soon.  
   The money that we raise helps the 

PTA put on wonderful family events 

such as Winterfest, Movie Nights, 

and our upcoming author visit. It 
also pays for the PTA's administra-

tive fees such as insurance, build-

ing usage fees, council dues along 

with necessities such as postage 

and paper.  

   The PTA also funds the art docent 

program that provides art in our 

childrenõs classrooms and provides 

all teachers with a grant of $100.00 

to pay for classroom supplies.  

   As for upcoming fundraisers, the 

Dairy Queen night is coming up on 

November 5th, and a Famous 

Daveõs night on December 15th.  
   We hope to see many Carson 

families at these fun events!  

The Fundraising Informant By Lareina Kaplan 

Coyote Comics 

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!!! 
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òNo act of kindness, no 

matter how small, is ever 

wasted.ó 

~Aesop  

The PTA is asking parents & 

students interested in helping 

the PTA to please donate a ream 

of copy paper. If you are inter-

ested in helping; please send 

the paper in with 
your child to the 

office with òPTAó 

written on the 

package. Thank 

you in advance 

for your kind 

help!  

~ Your PTA 



Walk To Carson Chaired by Todd Hayden (haydentd@puyallup.k12.wa.us) 

   The Walking School Bus (WSB) is 

up and running in some of the 

neighborhoods, thanks to the won-
derful volunteers we have helping 

out with this program.    

   There are 3 STATIONS currently 

running for students to be 

SAFELY escorted by a parent vol-

unteer to school. Our program 

has just begun and we are avidly 
recruiting volunteers to assist 

with being WSB guides. Without 

the volunteers this program would 

be unable to run. As it is, none of 

our current stations are running 

at complete efficiency. But with 

more volunteers the WSB can run 
every day of the week.    

   Not only is this a great way to 

ensure that our children arrive to 

school in a safe and punctual 

manner but it is also a great way 
to get a little healthy exercise in. 

And the òdreadedó hill is a great 

way to work those gluteus maxim 

us muscles. 

   It takes about 10-20 minutes to 

drive and drop your child off at 
school, factoring time of day, 

weather, and distance to travel. 

However, dropping your child off 
at one of the operating stations 

should only take about 5 minutes.  

And then you are back home or 

headed off to work or errands. The 

volunteers who man the WSB go 
through the school districtõs back-

ground check so you know that 

they are safe and responsible.  

You can learn more by going to 

the Carson website and clicking 

on òHappy Feetó or contact Mr. 
Todd  to sign your child up to par-

ticipate in the WSB!!! 

Want to earn FREE STUFF for our 

school???  The Labels for America 
(Campbell's) program offers the 

opportunity for our school to 

earn points from UPCs collected.   

 

Participating in the program is 
easy- simply save UPCs from par-

ticipating Campbell products and 

send them to our school. The La-

bels for Education logo/image 

must be included when you cut 

out the UPC code. Please make 
sure to include the ENTIRE UPC.   

                                              

Some of the eligible products are: 
Campbell's soups, beans, and 

canned pasta; Spaghetti Os; Prego 

sauces; Pepperidge Farm breads, 

cookies, crackers, Goldfish, and 

frozen products; and V8 bever-
ages.   

 

Visit labelsforeducation.com for a 

complete list of eligible products 

and point values.   

Soup Labels Spot Light Chaired By Tabitha Cowee  

membership percentage will win an ice 

cream sundae party!   

      Many of you might feel that with 

everything else you juggle in your daily 

lives that you do not have time to join 

the PTA. However, we would like you to 

know that being a member does not 

mean that you have to physically par-

ticipate in our school functions.  All 

that being a PTA member means, is 

that you would like to have a voice in 

what happens in your childõs education.  

The more members our PTA has, the 

stronger our influence will be!  We will 

be sending home flyers for the member-

ship drive soon, and hope we can count 

on your support! 

To join contact Rebecca Wesch or Angie 

Cochenour at : membership-

rebecca@carsonpta.org or membership-

angela@carsonpta.org  

The Membership Desk By Rebecca Wesch & Angie Cochenour 

Greetings from the membership desk!  

We would like to start, as always, by 

thanking our members for all that they 

contribute to Carson Elementary! For 

those of you who have not joined yet, 

we will be holding a membership drive 

in the next month to help us reach our 

goal of over 200 members.  During this 

drive we will be keeping track of how 

many members each classroom has, 

and the classrooms with the highest 
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Our balance as of Oct. 14, 2009 is $30,134.63. 

We still have a few outstanding bills to be paid, 

including:   
     -$12,000.00 (Great American Fundraiser) 

     -$525.00 (Insurance) 

     -$997.00 (PTA Membership Dues) 

     -$123.79 (Website & Domain Fees) 

Chair Positions Still Needed: 
Giving Tree Coordinator (December 1-16) 

Winterfest Vendor Coordinator (December 4) 

Ned Show Coordinator (January 11) 

Valentine Dinner Dance Coordinator (February 11) 

Book Fair Chairperson (March 8-12) 

Cookie Dough Fundraiser Chairperson (April 5- 

Bingo Night (April 16) 

 

school.  This is only an one month 

total, an amazing collection!  
 

October class winners were: 

Week 1:  Mrs. Carlson's class with 

1035 Box Tops (Earning a Gold 

Star) 
Week 2:  Mrs. Hill's class with 240 

Box Tops 

Week 3:  Mrs. Dunford's and Mrs. 

Benjamin's class with 161 Box 

Tops 

Remember, the goal for each class 

is to have 1000 Box Tops by the 

end of the school year.  Congratu-
lations to all our winners!  Keep 

collecting.  There will be a class 

winner that collects the most Box 

Tops and 4 individual winners 

raffled from the bat collection 
sheets every week.  A friendly re-

minder to please trim each Box 

Top, double check the expiration 

dates, and clearly mark the stu-

dent's name and class-

room.  Thank you for your sup-
port!  

Clip, Collect, and Send.  It is as 

easy as that!  

Box Tops for Education is a fund-

raising program for schools across 

the United States that help us 

raise money used towards buying 

supplies, making improvements to 
our building, or anything else that 

is needed to support Emma Car-

son Elementary.  

Since the start of our contest, we 

have collected a total of 8296 Box 

Tops, which is $829.60 for our 

   Shannon is our PTA Treas-

urer, keeping track of the mon-

ies that go in and out with all 
the various fundraisers and 

wonderful activities the PTA or-

ganizes for the children of Car-

son Elementary.  

   But that isnõt all she does. 

Shannon also finds time to help 

out with the art docent pro-

gram, a VERY large number of 

the PTA sponsored events, and in 

her childrenõs classrooms.  

   Shannon and her husband, 

Danny, met young; Danny has been 

one of Shannonõs brotherõs friends 

since Middle School! So it was no 

surprise when the two of them got 

together! They have two children, 

Scotty who is in 8th grade and 

Shayna who is a 3rd grader here at 

Carson Elementary!  

   Not sur-

prisingly, 

one of 
Shannonõs 

favorite 

things to 

do is volun-

teer with 

the PTA. 

Shannon 

says, òI 

truly like being able to be on the 

PTA to see all the smiles on the 
kids faces when they get excited 

about an assembly at school, an 

event that they really enjoyed, or 

as a group helping out other chil-

dren that are less fortunate, like 

the program that gives books 
to under privileged kids, the 

Food Drive and the Giving Tree on 

the Holidays.ó 

   When Shannon isnõt busy with 

a PTA related project she enjoys 
spending time with her kids and 

family. You might also find her 

catching up on her favorite shows; 

Law & Order, CSI, Survivor or 

Criminal Minds on her DVR. She 
also dreams about a vacation with 

her entire family spent happily at 

Disney Land and San Diego.  

   Shannon finds being a mother 

the most important thing she has 

ever done, and she works at it 

everyday. She also feels that 
school is one place where parents 

can make a huge difference in vol-

unteering as it makes school such 

a rewarding experience. 

   So the next time you see Shan-

non around the school, say hello 

and thanks! 

PTA Member Spotlight On Shannon Morasch 

Treasurer’s Tally  
By Shannon Morasch 

Box Tops For Education Chaired By Tabitha Cowee 
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PTA MOST WANTED  

Shannon with her  

daughter Shayna. 



 

PTA Board of Directors 

President 

Amy Gerber 
president@carsonpta.org 

Vice President 

Lareina Kaplan 

vicepresident@carsonpta.org 

Treasurer 

Shannon Morasch 

treasurer@carsonpta.org 

Secretary 

Amy Seachriest 

secretary@carsonpta.org 

Membership 

Angela Cochenour 

membership-

angela@carsonpta.org 

Rebecca Wesch 

membership-
rebecca@carsonpta.org 

Legislative Representative 

Mike Leuzzi 

legislative@carsonpta.org 

B I  N G O 
Raging Fe-

ver 

Aches and 

Pains 

Helped out 

a Teacher 

Tardy Due  

to Traffic 

Watched An 

Animated 

Film 

Lunch 

Money 

Running 

Low 

Forgot Um-

brella, 

again. 

Hotdogs & 

Mac-n-

Cheese for 

Dinner 

Power 

Outage 

Ran Out 

of Milk 

Sore Throat 
Computer 

Froze Up 

FREE 

SPACE 

Stomach 

Flu 

Helped with 

Homework 

Runaway 

Pet 

E-mail In- 

Box Full 

Sold Fund-

raiser Items 

Stuck in 

Parking Lot 

Allergy At-

tack 

Walked to 
school up 

hill both 

ways 

Empty 

Gas Tank 

Read Pic-

ture Books 

Cell Phone 

Died 

Icy 

Roadway 

PTA Parent Bingo Rules 

 

Starting this month, cross 
out every event, disaster, or 
stress listed on the card 
that happens to you and 
your family.   When you get 
a BINGO, put your name, 
studentõs name and teacher 
on the card and return it to 
the school to claim your 
prize! 

Parent: ___________________ 

 

Student: __________________ 

 

Teacher: __________________ 

 

Grade: ____________________ 

   Fall is one of the best times to get out with your family. While the weather 

might not always be cooperating here is a list of things to do around our 

area that are fun for the whole family. And who knows...you might even 

have the chance to learn something!  

 

1. Many local farms open to the public during harvest time. This is a great 

time to get fresh produce (from apples to various squashes), have a little 

fun and then warm up back home with some fresh hot apple cider! 

Many of them also have corn mazes, to find one near us check out: 

www.cornfieldmaze.com 

2. Bake some fresh pumpkin bread and munch it down with some hot ap-

ple cider while you play board games or watch a family movie together. 

3. Plant bulbs. Now is the perfect time to plant those tulip and daffodil 

bulbs before winter hits and so they have time to grow and join you in 

welcoming spring! 

4. Go on a nature hike and pick up leaves to take home and make leaf 

rubbings or glue together to make a wreath for your front door. You can 

also try your familyõs hand at geo-caching. There are plenty of hidden 

treasures waiting for you to find them. Check out www.geocaching.com 

5. Do a mini food/clothing drive amongst your neighbors. It always feels 

great to help out and show your children how beautiful giving can feel. 


