
Coyote’s Den 

 
L Unit/Council # 5.7.3 
www.carsonpta.org 

Emma L Carson Elementary PTA Volume 3, Issue 5 

December 2009 
January 2010 

Welcome back to school, Coyotes.  My family had a wonderful break, and I 

hope yours did as well.  The PTA has only a few low -key events coming up 
this month.   

 

January:  

 

25th - Round Table Night, 5 -8 pm  
 

February:  

 

11th - Valentineõs Dinner Dance 

23rd - Applebeeõs Night 

 
Hopefully you will be able to attend!  

 

Also, last month we asked for donations of pa-

per to replenish the schoolõs supplies.  We  are ex-

tremely limited in building funds for paper, and the 
PTA is trying to support the school in this way.  We 

would love to have your continuing support in this endeavor.  Please send in 

a ream of plain white paper marked òPTAó to the office if you are able to do 

this.   

 

Thank you for all your support!  
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È Walk to Carson 

 

Amy Gerber, President  

Holly Mickel, Editor  

PTA MOST WANTED  

Chair Positions Still Needed:  

 

 
Movie Night Chairperson (immediately)  

Book Fair Chairperson (March 8 -12) 

Cookie Dough Fundraiser Chairperson (April 5 -12) 

 

 

The PTA is also looking for members interested in holding 

a board position in the coming school year. If you would 

like to nominate someone else, or yourself, please contact 

Shannon Morasch @ treasurer@carsonpta.org  

 

Round Table Pizza Night 

January 25th 5-8pm 

Get dinner for your family AND 

support your PTA!!! 
The PTA is looking for volunteers to help serve  

                                  and bus tables.  We need  

                                  two (2)  people per hour.  

                                 If you can help please  

                               email Amy at  

                                   president@carsonpta.org  



parsley, in oil, over medium heat 

until onion is transparent, about 3 
minutes. Remove from heat, allow 

to cool. Add the ham, breadcrumbs, 

cheese, sour cream, egg, and a 

pinch of black pepper to the onion, 

mix well. To assemble turnovers: 

Place 2 heaping Tbsp. of filling into 

the center of the empanada wrapper 

and lightly moisten the edges of the 

circle with the egg wash. (If you are 

using the pastry shells roll out it 

out for 5ó circles.) Fold the pastry in 

half (over the filling) and press the 

edges firmly to seal. Crimp the 

edges with a fork and prick the top 

INGREDIENTS:  

2 Tbsp olive oil  

1 medium onion, finely chopped  

2 Tbsp fresh parsley, minced  

8 oz. cooked ham, chopped  

2 Tbsp bread crumbs  

8 oz. mild Cheddar, shredded  

2 Tbsp sour cream  

1 large egg, lightly beaten  

1 pkg. Empanada wrappers or 2 

pkgs. frozen puff pastry shells, 

thawed  

1 large egg, lightly beaten mixed 

with 1 Tbsp. water to make egg 
wash.  

DIRECTIONS:  Cook the onion and 

to allow 

the 
steam 

to es-

cape. 

Repeat 

with the 

remain-

ing fill-

ings and wrappers. Refrigerate for 

at least 30 minutes, or freeze for 

later use. Heat oven to 375º. Brush 

the turnovers with egg wash and 

bake on parchment lined baking 

sheet for 20 -25 minutes. Makes 12.  

Argentinian Ham & Cheese Empanadas  

countability System to track those schools 
lacking in progress,  the Professional Educa-
tor Standards Board, the Early Learning 
Advisory Council, the Achievement Gap 
Oversight and Accountability Committee, 
the Supplemental School Funding (Levy) 
Work Group,  and the Teacher Compensa-
tion Work Group.  The goal is full imple-
mentation by 2018. 
[**No later than September 1, 2013, 
begin phasing -in the new funding 
formula & current funding based on 
the radius mile is discontinued .] 
 
Did you know only 73% of Puyallup School 
District students attain a high school di-
ploma.  When factoring in those pursuing 
the GED or its equivalent, that number only 
jumps to 77%!  While this is above the state 
average of 72% (2008) and the national 
average of 69%, what will we do as parents 
to set-up our children for success today and 
for the long range goal of high school and  

college graduation (or a technical trade 
degree?)   Interestingly, the only three 
states with rates above 80% are Iowa, Wis-
consin, and New Jersey.  You can see some 
Washington State statistics on this link:  
http://www.k12.wa.us/DataAdmin/ 
 
Amy wrote a heartfelt article on volunteer-
ing last issue.   Besides volunteering at 
school, there are simple phone calls and 
emails that also can be done from the com-
forts of our own homes.  We need an Advo-
cacy Team of people that want to engage 
our elected leaders.  In the next issue, I will 
be including contact names at the state 
level to help us make our voices heard, on 
behalf of our parent organization- ALL FOR 
THE SAKE OF OUR CHILDREN AND THEIR 
EDUCATION!  For these early elementary 
education years and beyond, what can we 
do to be a part of the solution? 
Stay tunŜŘ ƻƴ /ŀǊǎƻƴΩǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΗ 

The Legislative Log By Mike Leuzzi 
We strongly encourage you to take the trip 
down to Olympia on January 18th when 
school is not in session for Dr. Martin Luther 
YƛƴƎΩǎ hōǎŜǊǾŜŘ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ  This will be a LEG-
ISLATIVE FOCUS DAY where our state reps 
will begin its Congressional Session.  This 
truly would be an educational opportunity 
for our students to see government in ac-
tion.  
The #1 issue  for the Washington State PTA 
is encouraging our elected leaders to imple-
ƳŜƴǘ .ŀǎƛŎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ CǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƪŀ άIƻǳǎŜ 
.ƛƭƭ ннсмέΦ  What exactly is in this? Will it 
become a working reality?  Go to this link: 

http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy/HB22
61/Ed_Finance_Reform_Follow.pdf 

From the lens of the WASTPTA, the salient 
points and concepts include: increased in-
struction hours, all day Kindergarten, highly 
capable programs, [**transportation fund-
ing], the Quality Education Council, an Ac-
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Argentinian Ham & 

Cheese Empanadas   

Treasurer’s Tally By Shannon Morasch 
 

Our balance as of Jan. 4, 2010 is $17,534.69.  

 

We have $5,300.98 in outstanding bills awaiting withdrawal.  

 

Leaving our balance at $12,233.71       

http://www.k12.wa.us/DataAdmin/
http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy/HB2261/Ed_Finance_Reform_Follow.pdf
http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy/HB2261/Ed_Finance_Reform_Follow.pdf


Walk To Carson Chaired by Todd Hayden (haydentd@puyallup.k12.wa.us) 

   Thanks to the volunteers who 

have been working so hard to 
make the WSB (Walking School 

Bus) a success and to the Carson 

families who have been using the 

alternative drop -off, the Silver 

Creek Clubhouse.  

 

   However, the WSB is still des-

perately searching for volunteers.  

Volunteers are needed every day 

of the week but especially on 

Wednesdays.  The more volun-
teers that the WSB has the easier 

it will be to split up the days and 

weeks of each volunteers sched-

ule. Which, in turn, would relieve 
the pressure on every volunteer.  

 

   February begins our òTry It 

Once A Weekó promotion. We are 

encouraging parents and students 
to try the clubhouse drop -off at 

least once a week. You will be 

amazed at how much easier your 

mornings will be. No more waiting 

in the long lines to drop -off. And 

since every volunteer has to have 
a background check through the 

school district, you know your 

child is in safe hands. If we all do 

a little, together, we can do a lot.  

 

   To become a volunteer or for 

more information, contact Car-

sonõs WSB Coordinator, Mr. Todd 

at haydentd@puyallup.k12.wa.us  

    

   Please remember that ALL vol-

unteers must complete a PSD 

background check form available 

through the Carson Elementary 

office.  

Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:____________________________ Email:_______________________________ 

Childõs Name:_______________________________ Teacher:___________________ 

Childõs Name:_______________________________ Teacher:___________________ 

Childõs Name:_______________________________ Teacher:___________________ 

 

____ $10 Individual Membership  

____ $17 Family Membership  

____ Additional Donation  

You can also mail to: Carson PTA 8615 184th St E Puyallup, WA 98375  

The Membership Desk By Rebecca Wesch & Angie Cochenour 

It is not too late to give the gift of PTA 

Membership!   It is a great gift for par-

ents, grandparents and friends and is 

a wonderful contribution to becoming 

a voice in your childõs school.  Simply 

send this form and payment into your 

childõs teacher. Any questions please 

feel free to contact Rebecca or Angie at:  

Membership -angela@carsonpta.org  

Membership -rebecca@carsonpta.org  
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The Fundraising Informant By Amy Gerber 
November was full of fun and 

successful events.  The food 

drive turned out great.  Thanks 

to everyone who brought in food 

to support a local food bank. 

 And especially thanks to Debbie 

Isom who ran this.  The Dairy 

Queen night had a good turn out 

raising $200, and the Famous 

Dave's Night took in a whopping 

$600!  The giving tree ran from 

the 1st to the 16th of December, 

and it was highly successful. 

 Thanks to Jen Evans for chairing 

that as well.   Winterfest and the 

Santa Shop went wonderfully as  

   well, it was great to see so 

many Carson families out and 

having fun!  

   This January we look forward 

to seeing ñCloudy With A Chance 

of Meatballsò this Friday, the 

15th. We also have Focus Day 

scheduled for the 18th of Janu-

ary in Olympia. Anyone inter-

ested should contact Mike Leuzzi 

for busing information. Take your 

kids down to Olympia and meet 

our legislators! Finally, we have 

Round Table Night on the 25th ð 

come and have pizza with the 

PTA! 

The PTA would like your help to 

off-set the cost of fliers and news-

letters by asking families to do-
nate a ream of  copy paper, if you 

are able. Just label the package 

"PTA" and pop it into your child's 

backpack or drop 

it by the office 

next time you 
visit.  Thank  you 

in advance, every 

little bit helps.  

 

~ Your PTA  



PTA Board of Directors 

President 

Amy Gerber  
president@carsonpta.org  

Vice President 

Holly Mickel  

vicepresident@carsonpta.org  

Treasurer 

Shannon Morasch  

treasurer@carsonpta.org  

Secretary 

Amy Seachriest  

secretary@carsonpta.org  

Membership 

Angela Cochenour  

membership -

angela@carsonpta.org  

Rebecca Wesch  

membership -
rebecca@carsonpta.org  

Legislative Representative 

Mike Leuzzi  

legislative@carsonpta.org  

ñThatôs Amore!ò 

A Night in Italy  

A Valentine Dinner Dance  
 

 

Thursday, February 11th 

 

5:30 pm ð 9:00 pm 

 

$5/person or $20/family 

 

Food, Photos, and Fun 

 

Contact Lynnette Petersen @ lynnettepetersen@yahoo.com 

for more information. 

 

On February 9, 2010, the Puyallup School district will ask area 
voters to re-authorize the local maintenance and operations school 
tax levy.  This local levy provides revenue that sustains approxi-
mately twenty one percent of the school districtôs annual opera-
tions.  Levy funds are currently utilized to support music and art 
programs, bus transportation, athletics and other extracurricular 
activities, classroom instructional materials, additional teachers 
and support staff and district priorities that do not receive ample 
funding from the state. 

 

Information about the Puyallup School District levy measure can 
be found online at http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ 

 

Carson Elementary PTA encourages community members to be-
come informed on ballot issues, and carefully consider the impact 
on the community prior to casting their vote on Election Day.  

 

Please remember to vote by February 9, 2010. 

http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/

